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Listing of Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

1. (Previously presented): A method of displaying advertisements to a user of an online 
service provider using a client application on a local device, the local device including an input 
device and an output device, the client application accessing an online server associated with the 
online service provider and providing access to the Internet, the method comprising: 

a) the client application activating; 

b) the client application commencing an initial online session with the online service 
provider to gain access to the Internet, the client application operating independently of an 
Internet browser and operating concurrently with the Internet browser; 

c) the client application receiving sponsorship data from the online service provider, 
the sponsorship data comprising a sponsorship object including a resource locator associated with 
a sponsorship label to be displayed and a resource locator associated with a click-through of the 
sponsorship label; 

d) the client application causing a client window to be displayed on the output device, 
the client window remaining fully visible so long as the online session with the online service 
provider persists, wherein the client window is displayed independently of a browser window 
generated by the Internet browser; 

e) the client application displaying a sponsorship label on the client window by 
referring to the resource locator associated with the sponsorship label to be displayed, the 
sponsorship label comprising a hypertext link, wherein, when the user clicks on the sponsorship 
label, the client application causes the local device to access the resource locator associated with a 
click-through of the sponsorship label; 

f) the client application causing a first advertisement to be displayed in the client 
window, wherein the client application retrieves the first advertisement from a memory cache 
local to the local device; 
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g) the client application receiving a second advertisement from the online server; 

h) the client application causing the second advertisement to be displayed in the client 
window. 

2. (Previously presented): The method of displaying advertisements to a user of an online 
service provider using a client application on a local device of claim 1, wherein the client 
application commences the initial online session by establishing a communication channel via a 
public switched telephone network from the local device to the online server. 

3. (Previously presented): The method of displaying advertisements to a user of an online 
service provider using a client application on a local device of claim 1, wherein the client 
application commencing an initial online session comprises: 

a) the client application transmitting a request to the online service provider to 
authorize the local device to interact with a web server; 

b) the client application receiving from the online service provider authorization for 
the local device to interact with the web server. 

4. (Previously presented): The method of displaying advertisements to a user of an online 
service provider using a client application on a local device of claim 1, wherein the resource 
locator associated with the click-through of the sponsorship label comprises a uniform resource 
locator associated with an Internet web page. 

5. (Previously presented): The method of displaying advertisements to a user of an online 
service provider using a client application on a local device of claim 1, wherein the sponsorship 
label is located on a title bar of the client window. 

6. (Previously presented): The method of displaying advertisements to a user of an online 
service provider using a client application on a local device of claim 1, wherein the second 
advertisement is included within a play list comprising at least one ad object, each ad object 
comprising a resource locator for a given advertisement, a resource locator for a click-through 
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associated with the given advertisement, and at least one display attribute for the given 
advertisement, the play list further specifying an order in which the advertisements identified in the 
play list are to be displayed. 

7. (Previously presented): A method of displaying sponsorship information to a user of an 
online service provider using a client application on a local device, the local device including an 
input device and an output device, the client application accessing an online server associated with 
the online service provider and providing access to the Internet, the method comprising: 

a) the client application activating; 

b) the client application commencing an online session with the online service 
provider, the client application operating independently of an Internet browser and operating 
concurrently with the Internet browser; 

c) the client application receiving sponsorship data from the online service provider, 
the sponsorship data comprising a sponsorship object including a resource locator associated with 
a sponsorship label to be displayed; 

d) the client application causing a client window to be displayed on the output device, 
the client window remaining fully visible and on top of all other windows so long as the online 
session with the online service provider persists, wherein the client window is displayed 
concurrently with a browser window generated by the Internet browser; 

e) the client application causing the sponsorship label to be displayed on the client 
window, the sponsorship label comprising a hypertext link to be accessed if a user clicks on the 
sponsorship label; 

f) the client application retrieving a first advertisement from a memory cache local to 
the local device; 

g) the client application causing the first advertisement to be displayed in the client 
window. 
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8. (Previously presented): The method of displaying advertisements to a user of an online 
service provider using a client application on a local device of claim 7, additionally comprising the 
online service provider transmitting a second advertisement to the local device and the client 
application causing the second advertisement to be displayed in the client window. 

9. (Previously presented): The method of displaying advertisements to a user of an online 
service provider using a client application on a local device of claim 7, wherein the client 
application commences the online session by establishing a communication channel via a public 
switched telephone network from the local device to the online service provider. 

10. (Previously presented): The method of displaying advertisements to a user of an online 
service provider using a client application on a local device of claim 7, wherein the client 
application commencing an online session comprises: 

a) the client application transmitting a request to the online service provider to 
authorize the local device to interact with a web server; 

b) the client application receiving from the online server authorization for the local 
device to interact with the web server. 
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